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Dear Sisters,

But the thing I wanted most for Christmas was not inside Santa’s giant bag. What I wanted more than anything was one silver bell from Santa’s sleigh.  When I asked, Santa smiled.  Then he gave me a hug and told an elf to cut a bell from a reindeer’s harness.  The elf tossed it up to Santa.  He stood, holding the bell high above him, and called out, “The first gift of Christmas!”     -  excerpt from Polar Express
Yesterday, I received my first gift of Christmas from Carly Anderson (Beverly Tackett’s granddaughter).  After dinner, sitting around the family table enjoying conversation and feeling quite full, Carly presented me with a jar of hot cocoa mix, tied with a sparkly ribbon with a candy cane slipped inside a bow. She said, “This is for you. I made it.”

Her mom explained that she had made this as her gift of giving.  My messages this year have been about lists and the need for them including your journal of Three Beautiful Things.  May our holiday time be not so much about lists, but about appreciating the unexpected beautiful moments we receive and in turn give to others. I am sure your journal of Three Beautiful Things will be full of unexpected moments and first gifts.

 Thanks,

Donna
Please note!

We will not have a raffle/gift exchange at the December meeting for our Scholarship Fund as we have had in the past. You will not need to bring a gift to the December meeting. 

The monthly Basket Raffle has replaced it as our primary fund raiser for our Scholarship Fund.  Tickets for $1.00  each are sold each meeting for the monthly themed basket donated by the hostesses. 

You’re Invited

Delta Chi will hold their annual Holiday Ornament Auction on  Saturday, December 12, at 9:30 AM at the Wesley Community Center,  4015 MacArthur.  All proceeds benefit the children of the Wesley Community Center.  

December 8th Meeting Information:
We will begin at 5:15 with gathering and refreshments.  For a fundraiser to benefit the scholarship fund we will have a theme basket that will be raffled off at the meeting. Tickets may be purchased for $1.00. The business meeting will start promptly @ 5:30.
The location is --- The Home of Angela Stegall,   561 Parade, 991-3649

Here is the link to a map if you need it.
. http://www.mapquest.com/maps?city=Corpus+Christi&state=TX&address=561+Parade+Dr&zipcode=78412-3149&country=US&latitude=27.717883&longitude=-97.353678&geocode=ADDRESS
Baby sitting will be provided for $5 per family. If you need childcare for the meeting please let Donna know by Saturday, December 5th at donnarodenberg@yahoo.com or 361- 215 - 5127.

Program Title: A Passion for Sharing*

Author Betty Steffey describes the teacher emeritus as leaving a legacy of lives as her lasting contribution to society.

We will further Theta Gamma’s goal for the year, to establish an ongoing project of service to our community, by the selection and commencement of that project.

PACE monies will be sent to the Educational Foundation Fund
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Take the time to find and wear your pin to the next meeting--you earned it.
             Members still employed are also encouraged to wear theirs to work on the 

             first Monday of every month. Show our organization off to others – we may pick  

             up a new member that way.                                                       
Minutes of the October Meeting
DKG Chapter Meeting

Theta Gamma

October 13, 2009

T-M Intermediate Library

Fellowship and refreshments (5:15-5:30ish)

Welcome was given by our President, Donna Rodenberg.

Angela Steagall described the basket for tonight’s raffle.

Program- Passion for Inclusion and Getting to Know You 

We rotated 4 times.  At each station we were given information

Station #1 was the introduction of our new initiates.

1. Sarah Moore has 2 sons and an exchange student that speaks French

2. Susan Peeples has 2 daughters and works at Del Mar

3. Valerie Buhidar has 3 children and works at CCISD as a Literacy Coach

4. Kristi Nix has been married for 9 years, is into fashion, and is a Literacy Coach in Calallen

5. Suzanne Till is also a Literacy Coach in Calallen. She has 2 children but is now an empty nester and is very much into fashion.  She was in the paper in the Closet Snoop.

6. Kathy Crow has 3 children, makes earrings out of anything, had once received our scholarship, and now teaches at T-M Intermediate.

7. Susie Lefevre has a son in the Coast Guard, is from Lubbock, loves earrings and Dr. Pepper.

Station #2 was the history of Theta Gamma.  In 1966 Theta Gamma formed with 30 members.  There was $34.00 in the treasury. Dues were $20.00 each.  Presidents served for 2 years or more.  If you didn’t wear your pin, you were fined 25 cents.  In 1973, members sold fruit cakes to get money for the scholarship fund.

We took a break from our rotations and had reports on attendance.  The following members were absent due to family obligations: Shannon Clubb, Sylvia Swift, Nancy Shaheen, Holly Riley, Regina Findeisen, Yolanda Reyna, Brandey Addison, Jennifer Krnavek.  Two members were out for professional reasons: Cynthia Besosa and Sylvia Benitez.  One member was ill- Iris Estrada.

Members present were: Beth Adams, Nelda Adams, Kimberly Brumley, Valarie Buhidar, Elnora Corbin, Kathy Crow, Margaret DeVille, Janice Doughty, Shayla Floyd, Neva Gentry, Sylvia Gonzalez, Rose Gunji, Norma Janice, Susie Lefevre, Brenda Machen, Libby McGee, Betty Ruth Mitchell, Sarah Moore, Kristi Nix, Susan Peeples, Donna Rodenberg, Eileen Rogers, Connie Seago, Angela Steagall, Beverly Tackett, Susie Till, Linda Uballe, Theo Wagner, Carol Walker, and Kim Picozzi.  

Two corrections were made to the September Treasurer’s report.  Minutes were approved from the September meeting.

Nelda Adams gave the Treasurer’s report:
 Balance on hand as of May-$697.67

Receipts were dues-$1,156.00, raffle basket $100.00 and Pace jar $23.68.  New available funds were $1,977.35.  

We had disbursements for the convention of $210.00. Our balance on hand is $1,767.35.

Old Business

Libby McGee reported on our website and used a Smart Board to show us the site. Members signed a release form for their pictures to be used on the website. Libby made book marks with our website address on them.

Rotation #3

Beverly Tackett updated us on Chapter projects in which we may be interested in becoming involved.

Rainbow House has a capacity of 60 people.  We could do tutoring, art projects, fix hygiene kits, and get underwear.

Driscoll Hospital-Half Pint Library, 6 months background check, book drive, and hygiene kits.

Kids’ Café-Food Bank, volunteers to work at sites, help with homework, reading, get backpacks, computer training help and a fitness program.

Salvation Army- donations are down 50%.  They will be reducing services, including Christmas.

New business

Rotation #4- Orientation packets were passed out to the new initiates .  groups discussed Beverly’s report and added other possible places that could use our help.  Other ideas were: Charlie’s Place, teacher mentors, go to schools and volunteer, partner with other businesses for matching funds, and Samaritans Purse.

Announcements

Dues are due by October 31.

Basket raffle earned $80.00.

Remember to put your change in the Pick up the Pace Pink Pig.

If you would like to order the pin and red ribbon, see Eileen Rogers.  Six members ordered pins.  They have been ordered and should be here for our next meeting.  The pin cost $10.00.  I will have them with me at the next meeting.

**Next meeting is the initiation at the Museum of Science and History.

The meeting was adjourned in song at 7:05 PM.

Eileen Rogers

Chapter Secretary

Future Meeting Information 

January 12th Annual Chili Supper at Donna and Kim’s home
February 9th at TM Primary School Library
March 6th Joint Chapters Luncheon (We will host – TBA)
April 20th Dinner meeting at the Asian Buffett
May 15th Founders and Chapter Birthday Celebration TBA
 

Tuesday meetings will begin at 5:30 pm with a gathering - social time @ 5:15.

Correspondence of interest:
Theta Gamma of Texas of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 

_x__ has submitted an acceptable application
_x__ has complied with the standards for approval and is, therefore, eligible for a website link from the International website. 

International Representative: Beverly Helms
Date: November 2, 2009
 

Editors Note: Here is the link to our Theta Gamma website http://www.orgsites.com/tx/thetagamma/   where, among lots of other things, you will find the photos taken at initiation.

In Case You Missed this:                               
For the first time the winter issue of the Lone Star News will not be mailed but will be placed online at the state website http://www.alphastatetexas.org/lonestarnews.html  by December 1. This decision was the result of convention action to save mailing and printing expense.

Please help those members not having computer access to receive this issue. This can be a positive membership move if one member copies the issue and delivers it to a

member who has no computer.  All issues will be available online in color, but the other three issues will also be printed and mailed to members. 

A new feature entitled Gold Pieces is planned for the coming year. Members are invited to submit original, short narratives about any educational topic, a bit of pedagogy from an experienced teacher or a new wave article from a new teacher who might share ideas about teaching, education, leadership or scholarship. Chapter members should be encouraged to submit Gold Pieces to the Lone Star News editor by email. Deadlines for submitting material to the LSN for the rest of this yearare as follows: February 1 and April 1.

Quick Links 

Copy these into your favorite’s browser for quick reference to our society sites: http://www.alphastatetexas.org/          http://www.deltakappagamma.net/index.cfm
Educational Foundation Grant Application Deadlines

Don’t miss out on money that could be yours!
Cornetet Professional Dev. Awards --- Sept. 1/ Feb. 1/ May 1

Professional Dev. Seminar Awards --- Nov. 1

Educational Project Grants --- January 2

Go to www.deltakappagamma.net/Foundation for information and application forms.
Have You Changed Your Address/Phone/Email?

If you have changed anything about your address, phone or email, please notify the following:

Carol Walker at 937-3604 or walkerbc64@msn.com  and International Headquarters at deltakappagamma.net  , click on the for members tab, and then on change of address. 
Please Share

your news (good or bad) with your sisters. Remember we are here to celebrate and support one another.

Contact Carol Walker

              937 - 3604 or 793-0472
              3408 Tahiti Drive, 78418

              rwalker13@stx.rr.com
Please let me know if I have reported anything in error here. It will not break my heart if you have to correct me.
